Introducing … Old Globe Wood
(From Architectural Salvage News, March/April 2008, page 8)
By Judy Peres

SUPERIOR, Wis. – An upstart company that entered the reclaimed lumber business less than two years has launched a line of custom-milled, hand-finished pine flooring and paneling salvaged from a 120-year-old waterfront granary.
Wisconsin Woodchuck LLC announced the formation of Old Globe Wood, its wholly owned subsidiary, at the Log & Timber Home Show held in Minneapolis Jan. 11-13.
“This is a product that hits the mark,” said David Hozza, CEO of Wisconsin Woodchuck.  “Wood lovers get visibly excited the first time they lay eyes on it.”

Clearly a crowd favorite, Old Globe’s booth was among the most heavily trafficked of the three-day show.  Attendees often stood three and four deep to see the exhibit and hear the history of the wood, which includes one-of-a-kind panels sculpted by a century of grain erosion.

Hozza gives full credit for Old Globe to its president, Tony Elvig, who spent more than a year prototyping the product line from reclaimed Eastern White Pine. Elvig, a former carpenter and builder of high-end homes, tried several dozen finishes before he came up with “The Look.”

This wood has a unique character,” said Elvig. “To start, it is virgin forest, old-growth wood. In addition, more than a century of exposure to the vegetable oils in the grain, plus the changes in humidity from being on a pier in Lake Superior, give it a distinctive coloration. Our job is to exploit the character of the wood and bring it out.”

Old Globe does that both in the way they prepare the boards and in the way they finish them. For those who want a “character floor,” the face is never machine-planed. Rather, each plank is carefully hand-sanded to follow the contours. This it is hand-oiled, using three coats of an environmentally friendly oil.

“We import a very high-quality penetrating floor oil from the U.K. It is safe even for applications like children’s toys,” said Elvig.

“Penetrating oil is a proven finish for old-growth Eastern White Pine floors. There are Eastern White Pine floors in the New England region which have been maintained with penetrating oil and have lasted for hundreds of years. And it’s an easily maintainable finish. If you get a ding or a scratch, just wipe on a little oil, and it simply enhances the distressed look.
“These floors get better and better with time. The more use they get, the more character they have.”


Old Globe granary pine flooring and paneling comes in 5-inch, 7-inch and 9-inch widths, either tongue & groove or ship lap, and in a variety of thicknesses, depending on the application.
Every piece of Old Globe wood preserves at least one original face of the lumber that comprised the walls of the Globe Elevators in Superior, Wis. The mammoth three-building complex, built in the late 1880s, had a capacity of 5 million bushels of grain. The terminal elevator, Globe No. 1, once unloaded its contents into the holds of freighters that sailed through the Great Lakes and into the St. Lawrence Seaway to feed people as far away as Europe. 

The complex, operated for nearly a century by F.H. Peavey & Co., was shut down and abandoned about 20 years ago, when Peavey moved to new concrete silos.

Old Globe products are available in four surfacing options:

· “Original face” – The plank’s face is preserved exactly as it is removed from the elevator. Generally sold unfinished for those who want a very rustic look or prefer to craft their own finish.
· “Rustic” – Each board is lightly hand-sanded to provide a smoother surface while maintaining as much rusticity as possible. 
· “Patina” – A hand-sanded surface that’s smoother than “Rustic” but still preserves the patina of the original face.
· “Smooth planed” – A machine-planed surface, ideal for those who prefer a more modern look or who want to maximize the underlying wood grain. 
All of Old Globe’s wood – flooring, wall paneling, ceiling planks and decking – has the typical “industrial” look of antique lumber, complete with square nail holes.  (The company also sells the original 4-inch hand-wrought iron nails, deftly removed by hand from the boards.) 

Hozza and Elvig can be reached online at www.WisconsinWoodchuck.net or www.OldGlobeWood.com, or by phone at (715) 392-5110.

(Judy Peres is a Chicago writer and an investor in this reclaimed wood project.)
